University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiSur

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

3-18-1994

Argentine Government Refuses To Cooperate
With Italian Rights Probe
LADB Staff

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur
Recommended Citation
LADB Staff. "Argentine Government Refuses To Cooperate With Italian Rights Probe." (1994). https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/
notisur/11398

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiSur by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 56923
ISSN: 1060-4189

Argentine Government Refuses To Cooperate With Italian
Rights Probe
by LADB Staff
Category/Department: Argentina
Published: 1994-03-18
Italian judge Antonio Cappiello left Buenos Aires Feb. 26 empty handed after the Argentine
government refused to cooperate with an investigation into the death or disappearance of 65 Italian
citizens during Argentina's military dictatorship (1976-1983). According to Cappiello, President
Carlos Menem "blocked Italy from complying with international treaties...As with the Nazi crimes
in Europe, the crimes against humanity committed by [the Argentine military regime] must not be
forgotten by the international community." Argentina and Italy are both signatories to a mutual
assistance agreement which covers judicial investigations into crimes against their respective
citizens. Menem told reporters there was "no reason" for the Italian investigation. Menem also
expressed surprise that "Italy wants to meddle in these affairs after so many years. The cases are
closed."
Menem's decision to block the Italian probe came after armed forces chief of staff Gen. Mario
Candido Diaz had expressed concern over the investigation in a letter to Defense Minister Oscar
Camilion. A second attempt by Italian prosecutors to investigate the case in early March failed
when the federal court of Buenos Aires denied authorization for investigators to interview 53
potential witnesses in the cases of the disappeared Italians. The judges ruled that the events under
investigation by the Italian court have already been brought to trial in Argentina.
In reference to the treaty signed by Argentina and Italy, the court ruled that Argentina is under no
obligation to relinquish jurisdiction over a particular case in favor of a foreign court. Members of
the armed forces implicated in human rights abuses during the Argentine military dictatorship are
covered under the terms of several pardons issued by then-president Raul Alfonsin following the
country's return to civilian rule. Menem also issued a global pardon in 1990, covering all rebels and
military officers charged with crimes during the military regime. Estimates of the number of people
killed during the military's "dirty war" against alleged leftists and government opponents range
from 10,000 to 30,000.
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